245. INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL SMUTS*
pretoria,
January 16, 1914
The original proposal laid before General Smuts by Mr. Gandhi on
Friday last was as follows:
He asked for definite assurances on four points:
(a) The £3 Tax: General Smuts enquired whether he would be satisfied if the
payment of the licence money were abolished, but the licence retained and
no further alteration made in the provisions of Natal Act 17 of 1895,
Mr. Gandhi thought that this solution would meet his requirements, but he
urged that if the licence were retained, it should be made a standing licence
not subject to annual renewal.
1 This official version of what took place at the interview between Gan-
dhiji and General Smuts on January 16 is extracted from a confidential
despatch dated January 22 which the Governor-General, Lord Gladstone,
addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The Governor-General,
referring to the developments, wrote: "I am glad to be able to report that the
prospects of an early settlement of the principal points at issue between my
Government and the Indian community in this country have distinctly im-
proved during the past week. Obstacles which it would be imprudent to dis-
regard still exist, and others, either unforeseen or only dimly foreseen at pre-
sent, may yet arise before mutually acceptable legislation can be passed. But
on the whole the situation is more hopeful now than at any previous period
of my term of office.
"Numerous personal interviews have taken place between General Smuts
and Mr. Gandhi, General Smuts and Sir Benjamin Robertson, and Sir Benja-
min Robertson and Mr. Gandhi. Mr, Andrews also has had conversations
both with the Minister and with Sir Benjamin Robertson. General Smuts has
shown a most patient and conciliatory temper. In spite of a series of con-
flicts extending over many years, he retains a sympathetic interest in Mr. Gan-
dhi as an unusual type of humanity, whose peculiarities, however inconve-
nient they may be to the Minister, are not devoid of attraction for the student
Sir Benjamin has proved himself tactful, judicious, and reasonable. He has
established excellent relations not only with General Smuts but also with the
Prime Minister, and is on friendly terms with the other members of the Cabi-
net whose acquaintance he has made, while on Mr. Gandhi his firmness and
shrewd common sense would seem to have exercised a salutary restraining in-
fluence. It is no easy task for a European to conduct negotiations with Mr. Gan-
dhi* The workings of his conscience are inscrutable to the occidental mind
aad produce completions in wholly unexpected places. His ethical and intel-
lectual attitude, based as it appears to be ob a curious compound of mysticism
and astuteness, baffles the ordinary processes of thought Nevertheless, a tofe-
rabiy practical understanding has been reached."

